This Week’s Bible Study:

ESSENTIALS IN SIMPLY FOLLOWING JESUS

5.   “Growing in Knowledge!”                   

Study Guide for:  October 6-7, 2007                                                     Scripture: Psalm 119:1-11
Theme:  “The Bible is our greatest treasure, to guide us through life!”                                                               

READ IT:

Do you realize that a battle is going on right now?  No, I’m not referring to the war on terrorism or the conflict in Iraq.  The real battle today is for the mind.  Every time you watch T.V., listen to the radio, or read newspapers and magazines your mind and thoughts are impacted, challenged and shaped. Why do I refer to this as a “battle” for the mind?  Simply stated, it is a battle because what you choose to know…to reflect on…to believe will influence your perspectives, choices and behavior.  You will act on what you truly believe to be right and wrong, good and bad, truth and error and what’s real and fantasy.

Through a variety of experiences and influences we all develop our beliefs and convictions.  But the question is “on what do you base your beliefs? Your choices?  Your decisions? And your moral values?”  From where or what do we get our direction?                                                                                 

Jesus stated in John 8:31-32: “If you continue in my Word, you are truly my disciples, and you shall know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” As faithful followers of Jesus Christ living in a world of conflicting, confusing and ever changing ocean of ideas and beliefs, we need guidance and direction, as to what is the truth. Therefore we look to the Bible, as a sailor looks to his compass to determine his position.

In this powerful chapter from the Psalms we discover the blessings and advantages in reading and responding to life from the perspective of the Bible.  Simply stated, “faithful input from the Bible results in consistent output for Christian living!”      

KNOW:

1 To get the most from reading the Bible, what kind of attitude is necessary by the reader? (119:16)
2 How does the Psalmist describe those who respond in obedience to God’s word?     (119:1-3)                 

3 How important was knowing the Bible (Old Testament) to Jesus as he faced temptations?  (Matt. 4:1-11)

4 What practical principles does the Psalmist set down in vs. 9-11 to answer his own question in 119:9a

5 What benefit do you see in memorizing scripture and how has it helped you?                                                     

BE:

1 In what practical ways do you see the Bible enable Christians to grow in their faith?   II Tim. 3:16-17
2 What are reasons that people often give for not consistently taking time to study the Bible?                                                  
3 How do you view the Bible—as a “code book”  or as a “compass”?  What’s the difference?  (See John 5:37-40)     
DO:

1 What commitment will you make to be faithful in reading and studying the Bible?                             

2 If offered, would you commit to an EQUIP class or church ministry course that would help you discover the Biblical message?       
